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HAILSTONE, JOHN (1759-1847), geologist, born near London on 13 Dec. 1759, was placed at 
an early age under the care of a maternal uncle at York, and was sent to Beverley School in the East 
Riding. Samuel Hailstone [q. v.] was a younger brother. John, went to Cambridge, entering first at 
Catharine Hall, and afterwards at Trinity College, and was second wrangler of his year (1782).  
 
He was elected fellow of Trinity in 1784, and four years later became Woodwardian  
professor of geology, an office which he held for thirty years. He went to Germany, and studied 
geology under Werner at Freiburg for about twelve months. On his return to ambridge he devoted 
himself to the study and collection of geological specimens, but did not deliver any lectures. He 
published, however, in 1792, 'A Plan of a course of lectures’.  
 
The museum was considerably enriched by him. He married, and retired to the vicarage of 
Trumpington, near Cambridge, in 1818, and worked zealously for the education of the poor  of his 
parish. He devoted much attention to chemistry and mineralogy, as well as to his favourite science, 
and kept for many years a meteorological diary. He made additions to the Woodwardian Museum, 
and left manuscript journals of his travels at home and abroad', and much correspondence on 
geological subjects. He was elected to the Linnean Society in 1800, and to the Koyal Society in 
1801, and was one of the original members of the Geological Society.  
 
Hailstone contributed papers to the 'Transactions of the Geological Society' 1816, iii. 243-50), the 
'Transactions of the Cambridge Philosophical Society' (822, i. 453-8), and the British Association 
(Report, 1834, p. 569). He died at Trumpington on 9 June 1847, in his eighty-eighth year.  
 
[Obit, notices in Quarterly Journ. Geol. Soc. 1849, v. xix; Proceedings Linnean Soc. 1849, i. 372-3; 
Abstract of Papers contributed to Royal oc. 1851, v. 711. See also Clark and Hughes's Life of A. 
Sedgwick, i. 152, 155, 195-197 ; Royal Society Cat. Scientific Papers, 1869, iii. 125: Notes and 
Queries, 7th ser. iv. 188, 316; Gent. Mag. May 1818 p. 463, September 1847 p. 328.] 
Writer:  H.R.T. (H.R. Tedder) 
 
HAILSTONE, SAMUEL (1768-1851), botanist, was born at Hoxton, near London, in 1768. His 
family shortly afterwards settled in York. He was articled to John Hardy, a solicitor at Bradford, 
grandfather of the present Lord Cranbrook. On the expiration of his articles Hardy took him into 
partnership.  
 
The scanty leisure of a busy professional life was devoted to botany, and Hailstone became 
known as the leading authority on the flora of Yorkshire. He formed collections illustrating 
the geology of the district, and of books and manuscripts relating to Bradford.  
 
He contributed papers to the 'Magazine of Natural History' (1835, viii. 261-5, 549-53), and 
a list of rare plants to Whitaker's ' History of Craven' (1812, pp. 509-19).  
 
His valuable herbarium was presented by his sons to the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, 
and is now in the museum at York. His brother was the Rev. John Hailstone [q. v.], the 
geologist.  
 
He married in 1808 Ann, daughter of Thomas Jones, surgeon, of Bradford. His wife died  
in 1833, aged 53. He died at Horton Hall, Bradford, on 26 Dec. 1851, aged 83, leaving  
two sons, John, a clergyman, and Edward, who is noticed below.  
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EDWARD HAILSTONE (1818-1890) 
succeeded his father as solicitor at Bradford,  
and finally retired to Walton Hall, near Wakefield, 
where he accumulated a remarkable collection of 
antiquities and books, among them the most 
extensive series of  works relating to Yorkshire 
ever brought together, which has been left to the 
library of the dean and chapter, York.  
 
Edward Hailstone died at Walton 24 March 1890, 
in his seventy-third year. He printed a catalogue 
of his Yorkshire library in 1858, and published 
‘Portraits of Yorkshire Worthies, with 
biographical notices', 1869, 2 vols. 4to.  
 
[Bradford Observer, 1 Jan. 1852; Times, 27 
March 1890; Athenaeum, 5 April 1890,  
p. 444.]  
Writer: H. R. T. (H.R. Tedder) 
 


